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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required. 

Claim 9 has been amended to recite, "a computer readable medium"; however, there is 
not proper antecedent basis for the claim terminology. 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim 9 has been amended to recite, "a computer readable medium", however, there is no 
disclosure of such, hence is considered new matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that 
the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
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skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohata (U.S. 
6,469,978) in view of Tokumitsu (Pub. No. US 2002/0150009). 
Regarding claims 1, 8, and 9, 

Ohata teaches a device for recording information in blocks having logical addresses, 
which device comprises: 

recording means ("3" in figure 13) for recording marks in a track on a record carrier 
representing the information, 

control means (8 in figure 13) for controlling the recording by locating each block at a 
physical address in the track, the control means operating to control, thereby comprising 

addressing means (6 in figure 13) for translating the logical addresses into the physical 
addresses and vice versa in dependence of defect management information (column 10:19-24), 

means for detecting defects ("4" in figure 13), interpreted as corresponding at least in 
part to the "defect management means" for detecting defects and means for maintaining the 
defect management information in defect management areas on the record carrier (column 
10:29-41), 

the defect management information including assignment information indicative of 
assignment of physical addresses in first parts of the track to at least one user data area (column 
7:64-column 8:5, emphasis on line 5 of column 8; also column 10:29-34, emphasis on lines 
33-34), and assignment of physical addresses in second parts of the track to defect management 
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areas (column 7:52-63; figure 2; also column 10:35-37), and the defect management 
information including remapping information indicative for translating a logical address initially 
mapped to a physical address exhibiting a defect to an alternate physical address in a defect 
management area (column 8:29-36; also column 10:44-47 which discloses mapping logical 
address to physical address), and 

assignment means (combined operations of "6" + "7" in figure 13) for adapting the 
assignment information in dependence of a detected defect by assigning an additional physical 
address range to an additional defect management area, the additional physical address range 
having a starting physical address near the detected defect (see additional sectors in spare area, 
corresponding to additional physical addresses in figure 4; also see figure 2 wherein spare 
area is disposed "near" user data area). 

Ohata does not expressly teach that assignment information is adapted in dependence of a 
detected defect, detected during recording, as now claimed. 

TOKUMITSU teaches, in paragraph [0002], assigning an alternative block i.e., adapt 
assignment information, for recording therein when a defective block is detected during the 
recording operation. 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of Ohata and Tokumitsu, such that defective area may be detected 
during the recording operation, for the purpose of enabling the recording of data to the optical 
disc in question. 

Regarding claim 2, 
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Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the assignment means are for 
assigning the additional physical address range including the detected defect (column 8:33-36). 

Regarding claim 3, 

Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim I, wherein the assignment means are for 
assigning the additional physical address range having a predefined size (see embodiment 1), or 
a size based on defect parameters of a preceding or following recording area (column 10-48-56), 
in particular the amount and distribution of defect management areas already assigned, the 
amount of user area between the additional physical address range and a preceding or following 
defect management area, and/or detected defects (also, see column 10:65 - column 11:1-25). 

Regarding claim 4, 

Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the assignment means arc for 
assigning the additional physical address range having a size including at least a first detected 
defect, a second detected defect and the physical addresses between the first and second detected 
defect (column 8:29-36 teaches that detected defects are recorded in respective sectors of 
the spare area. Adjacent sectors inherently have some degree of free space there-between, 
said free space being directly or indirectly accounted for in the address information of the 
defect list). 

Regarding claim 5, 

Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the assignment means are for 
assigning the additional physical address range to a range of physical address in a part of the 
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track originally assigned to the at least one user data area, in particular the part of the track being 
a free space in the user data area (column 9:23-34). 

Regarding claim 6, 

Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the device comprises contiguous 
recording detection means for detecting a series of blocks having a continuous logical address 
range to be recorded in a corresponding allocated physical address range (column 10:19-24, 44- 
47, and column 13:8-20), and the assignment means are for assigning the additional physical 
address range outside the allocated physical address range (see, column 13:40-50). 

Regarding claim 7, 

Ohata teaches the device as claimed in claim 6, wherein the contiguous recording 
detection means are for detecting a continuous recordings indicator in a recording command, or 
for detecting the series of blocks representing real-time information, in particular video 
information, or for detecting file system information for detecting that the series of blocks 
constitute a file (Ohata teaches a device for use with conventional optical discs having data 
thereon or requiring data to be written thereto, in which case user data areas having data 
written therein will be indicative of continuous recordings as claimed). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims rejected in the Official Action mailed 
3/20/2008 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

5 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DIONNE H. PENDLETON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7497. The examiner can normally be reached on 10:30-7:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dionne H Pendleton/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/Wayne Young/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



